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The Angus Society of Australia is a member based 
organisation focused on supporting the genetic 
improvement of Angus and Angus-influenced cattle and 
beef. We have over 3,500 members, with the majority 
actively involved in the breeding of pedigree Angus cattle.  
These Angus breeders are responsible for over 40% of 
animals registered in Australian pedigree beef herds.

With significant commitment to genetic improvement, 
the Angus breed is the leading Australian cattle breed for 
beef quality and maternal productivity.

A major service offered by the Angus Society of Australia 
is the generation of export pedigree certificates for Angus 
breeding cattle for markets such as China, Russia and 
Kazakhstan. 

The Angus Society of Australia export certification 
is underpinned by the Export Standards outlined in 
this document.  These standards include a range of 
independent quality assurance and compliance processes. 

Export Categories
Export certification is provided for two categories of 
Angus breeding animals being:

Category 1 – High quality registered purebred pedigree 
Angus cattle sourced from Australian seedstock breeding 
herds. Includes both heifers and bulls for breeding 
purposes bred from registered purebred Angus bulls and 
cows with a minimum of 3 generations of pedigree.    

Category 2 – High quality purebred Angus cattle sourced 
from Australian purebred breeding operations. Includes 
heifers for breeding purposes sired by registered purebred 
Angus bulls, with a minimum of 3 generations of pedigree, 
from a single or multiple sire mating group. 

Introduction



Export Standards
The standards criteria used to ensure that Angus animals 
are eligible for Export Certification are outlined below. 

The criteria are assessed on an individual animal basis 
through two procedures being:

1.  Quality assurance checks within the Angus Society of 
Australia export database, and 

2.  Independent visual inspection from a qualified Angus 
Society of Australia appointed assessor.  

Standards for Category 1 and 2:

NLIS Identifier 
All cattle certified are uniquely identified by an electronic 
National Livestock Identification System(NLIS) tag. This 
is crosschecked and  validated directly with the NLIS 
database. 

Inspection:
True-to-Type - All animals will be individually inspected 

to ensure they comply with the Angus Society of Australia 
phenotypic standards. This includes:

- No signs of developing or having had horn or scur
- Black or red coat colour accepted. 
- No white skin above the underline or on a leg or 
foot, unless it is a birth mark.
- No white skin on or in front of the naval scar, unless 
it is a birth mark.
- No dairy, Bos indicus, European or Wagyu
breed characteristics.

Structural Soundness - All animals are individually 
inspected to ensure they meet the standards for acceptable 
mobility and structural soundness. To ensure consistency 
they must fall within the following score range based on 
the Australian Beef Class Structural Soundness Standards: 

- Front feet claw set: 4 - 7 
- Rear feet claw set: 4 - 7 
- Front feet angle: 4 – 7
- Rear feet angle: 4 - 7 
- Rear legs side view: 4 - 7 
- Rear legs hind view: 4 – 7
- Sheath Score (bulls): 1 – 3

The Beef Class structural soundness standards are 
outlined further on the Angus Society of Australia website 
(www.angusaustralia.com.au)  

Other – Additionally, all animals will be individually 
inspected to ensure they have: 

- Acceptable temperament. A docility score range of 1 
to 3 is deemed acceptable based on the standard 
docility scoring system.  An outline of this scoring 
system can be found on the Angus Society of Australia 
website (www.angusaustralia.com.au). 
- Acceptable quality, condition and visual health to 
enable suitability for breeding. 

Additional Standards for Category 1 animals:

Pedigree 
Category 1 animals must have a minimum of 3   generations 
of pedigree on the sire and dam side as recorded on the 
Angus Society of Australia pedigree database.

Angus Society of Australia Registered 
All Category 1 heifers and bulls are recorded in either 
the Herd Book Register (HBR), Angus Performance 
Register (APR) or the Red Angus Register (RAR).  Further 
information on the pedigree registers can be found in the 
Angus Society of Australia Regulations available on the 
Angus Society of Australia website 
(www.angusaustralia.com.au).   

Permanent Identification
Along with the NLIS tag as identification, Category 1 Angus 
animals must also have one of the following additional 
forms of permanent identification:

- Tattooed in the left ear with the registered tattoo 
mark of the Breeder; and, in either the left or right 
ear with a breeding year letter and animal number; 

or

- Have a freeze or fire brand applied that includes the 
registered brand symbol, relevant year letter and 
animal number

These identifications are checked and validated during 
the inspection process.



Genetic Condition Status 
Export certificates will include a notation if a Category 
1 bull is a known DNA tested carrier of a recognised 
deleterious genetic condition, as listed in the Angus 
Society of Australia Regulations.

Inspection: 
Bull Scrotal Circumference – All bulls will be measured for 
scrotal circumference and must have a minimum scrotal 
circumference of 30 cm for yearling bulls, and a minimum 
of 34 cm for bulls that are 18 months of age or older.

Additional  Standards for Category 2 animals:

Pedigree
Bred, at minimum, from a registered purebred Angus 
sire or sires in a multiple sire mating group that meet 
the criteria outlined below. A purebred Angus dam 
identification may also be recorded but is not mandatory.

Sire Details
All Category 2 heifers are bred from registered purebred 
Angus sires that meet the following criteria:

- Minimum of 3 generations of pedigree on the sire
and dam side.
- Recorded in the Angus Society of Australia Herd 
Book Register (HBR), Angus Performance Register 
 (APR) or Red Angus Register (RAR).
 - Recorded in the ownership of the Category 2 
heifer supplier

Multiple Sire Matings
If the Category 2 heifers are bred from multiple sire 
matings to registered purebred Angus sires, a maximum 
of 6 sires can be listed.



Example Export Certificates



Export Certification Process
Importer 

E.g. China, Russia, 
Kazakhstan

Australian 
Licensed 
Exporter

Australian 
Angus Breeder
Member of The 

Angus Society of 
Australia

Breeding Animal 
Certificates 

Finalised

Certified Angus 
Breeding Cattle 

Exported

Inspection
For true-to-type, structural 
soundness, temperament, 
quality and identification. 

Inspection status uploaded to 
Angus export database. 

Registration
Registered in the export 
database and validated 

against The Angus Society of 
Australia pedigree register. 

Identification
Validated against The Angus 
Society of Australia database 

and National Livestock 
Identification System (NLIS) 

Certificates
Produced for Angus that meet 

all compliance criteria and 
are loaded for shipment*  

*pre-embarkation certificates are able to be produced for required markets.

Angus Breeding 
Cattle into 
Quarantine



Contact Detail:

For further information on Angus Society of Australia Export certification visit the 
website www.angusaustralia.com.au

With your specific queries contact Christian Duff, Strategic Projects Manager 
Phone: +61 2 6773 4620 or email: christian@angusaustralia.com.au

The Angus Society of Australia office general contact details are 
Phone: +61 2 6772 3011 or email: office@angusaustralia.com.au



www.angusaustralia.com.au




